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From: Joel Van Brunt, on behalf of Sean Bielat for Congress  OF FICE OF NERAL
250 Main St, Nestun, MA 02166 comstl. @

To: Office of General Counsel, Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20463

Subj: COMPLAINT REGARDING THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS COMMISSION
FILINGS OF EARL HENRY SHOLLEY FROM THE 4TH DISTRICT OF
MASSACHUSETTS

1, Joel Van Bnast on behalf of Sean Bielat for Congress, respectfully request to file a complaint
regarding the Federal Elections Commissions filings of candidate Earl Henry Sholley from the
4th District of Massackusetis for the 2008 and 2010 coggressianal elaction cyclss, for the
following reasons:

1. Lack of Detailed Expenditure Reports. The primary reason for this complaint is that the
candidate has never filed itemized campaign expenditures in two consecutive
congressional election cycles. During the 2009-2010 election cycle, Mr. Sholley has
raised approximatesly $42,000 and spent all but approximately $3,000 of those funds.

2. Porextial Misuse of Campaign Fixads. Since ine has filed no dethiled expentliture seporis,
it is unglear how Mr. Siwlley spont the funds; hawerer:

a Dming.thepuiodofhismpomMr. Shnlleynppeundtohlvevayllmhd
campaign expenses, ¢.g., he had no campaign office, virtually no campaign staff,
limited if any mailers, etc. This information is based on observation, anecdotal
evidence, and the statements of individuals who were previously involved in his
campaign.

b. From Jasuary 1 o July 31, 2009, Mir. Sholley desisred a toml 3f ouly $3,800 of
incasx an his U.S. Haoexe of Reyoesentatives Finaneial Disalosure Ststemert. His
decmdmnvmgsormcomeyneldmguseh.lhnmnﬂamomﬂoﬁmomunm

. sufficient for 7 months of living expenses. There is no existing Financial
Diselosure Statement for the rest of 2009.

¢. Based on i.) these observations, ii.) the understanding that during the past severat
years Mr. Shalley’s primary ssurce of income has been paid petitionting (ie.,
signsiture-collecting), and iii.) the fiet that i, Sholley has rua previoesly for
state effice (multigle tingee) and ferd olice (2 times) before, it seems possible
that Mr. Sholley has been using campaign funds for personal purposes in violation
of fedadul elretion lnsy.
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3. Additional justifications for this complaint:

a. Mr. Sholley’s campaign continued to receive contributions and declare
expenditers in the first two quanisss of 2008 evon thongh be did not provide am
iterniznd list of campuign enpeadituces.

b. There is no record that Mr. Sholley responded to the FEC requests for additional
information (Schedule A) from 11/25/08 to 12/31/08.

c. There is no record that Mr. Sholley complied with FEC Request for Information
Letters in the second quarter of 2009.

Summary and Requesned 2esdlutioss bix. Shoiley’s failure to file detailed financial disclosures
stands in stark contrast to the transparency in campaign finance expected of candidates for
fedesal office. Additinzally, {fMr. Sheiley vsnd camgmign fisnds for his permomal pmposes, this
undexmines tha trust and spirit of goad frith in which his donors made their contsibutions. Tisis
misuse would also pravide him with advantage over cther candidates in the maz who axe, or
were, unable to fund their own expenses during the same period and who as a result were unable
to campaign full-time. Finally, this misuse of funds would be a serious violation of campaign
finance law.

We believe that an gapijed set of expomiitan: regosis wnisiel be maquized «f a ue mimbssm,

Hewmmenr, if these audited reports cannot be produced, we believe that legal enforcement action
or the withdrawal of Mr. Sholley’s candidacy would be an appropriate response. In any case, the

FEC’s inunstizaiien of this matter is apprecisind, rrrrerern

Questions conneming this matter can be addressed to myself at '
joel@seanbielat org.

Joel Van Brunt

Exhibit A: Earl Sholley’s only existing U.S. House of Representatives Financial Disclosure

Statement which is dated January 1 to July 31st, 2009. PN

Other Sources: A brief examination of any of his quarterly reports will reveal the lack of
itemized expenditures.
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PRELIMINARY INFORMATION — ANSWER EACH OF THESE QUESTIONS

L Did «.]‘-Iﬂli‘ig? . Salnries or v V. Did you hoki sny repostable poskions on or befose the dte v
ﬂ?ﬂﬂglﬂsﬂii?]g im ZOD !!ﬂﬂ...lﬂi!‘ﬁ!c'!!'! tm IOD

¥ yos, compiate and altach Schedule IV,

1.0 you, your Spouss, o & Gepandent hiki Fecaive “uneamed” V. Did you havo any reporiable agreement o amangoment
ﬂlﬂﬁmsﬁu_ﬂuﬂgh-ﬁ?!nﬂﬁg f-n ..oD _ﬁnﬂnnﬂra!ils iD NP
m. Did or & depandant chikd have any report- Vi. Did you receive compensation of more than $8,000 from ~
e e T N g T T ol B -
-

Each question in this part must be answered and the appropriate schedule attached for each "Yes" response.

EXCLUSION OF SPOUSE, DEPENDENT, OR TRUST INFORMATION — ANSWER EACH OF THESE QUESTIONS

ﬁi%iiggggﬁslngnigitiil.s-igﬁl_ing ioD " v,
page o
EXEMPTION—Have you excluded from this report any other aseets, “unsamed” income, transactions, or liabitities of a spouse or dependent child

because they mast all three tests for exemption? Do not anewer ‘yes” uniess you have first consutiad with the Comminise on Standards of Officisl  Yes ..o-

FasISsIrrool
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Exhibit A
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